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Unusual feeding behaviour of Himalayan Griffon (Gyps himalayensis) on Plant matter
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ABSTRACT
Present study documented an unusual feeding behavior observed in the Himalayan Griffon Vulture (Gyps himalayensis)

in Udaipur district of Rajasthan. Himalayan Griffon Vulture consumed the leaves of Gum Karaya (Sterculia urens) and Danda-
thor (Euphorbia caducifolia) for approximately ten minutes. Vultures are predominantly recognized as scavengers that feed on
carcasses. This behavior might provide essential nutrients, facilitate digestion, or assist in the excretion of indigestible material.
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Introduction
Himalayan Griffon (Gyps himalayensis)

predominantly inhabits altitudes above 3000 meter, with
distribution ranges spanning from 600 to 6000 meters.
This species exhibits diverse distributional ranges
throughout the Tibetan Plateau, with ranges also
extending in the Himalayan Mountains, Central Asia, and
Mongolia10, 11.  Furthermore, this species distribution has
been recorded in high altitudinal ranges of the
Indomalayan/Palearctic realms, such as the Central
Asian region and Himalayas from Afghanistan, northern
Pakistan, northern India, southern Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan
and Central China to Singapore3.

Post breeding, adults remain for most of the year
in the breeding grounds, while juveniles wander, in winter,

into the plains of South and Southeast Asia13, 14, 16,18.
The species includes the ‘Near Threatened’ category of
IUCN4.

Himalayan Griffons feed on carrion and regularly
visit carcass dumping sites. As with other Gyps vultures,
Himalayan Griffons are mainly specialists on large
mammal (including livestock) carrions and their food is
found visually while soaring, either directly or by
monitoring other scavenging birds, such as other vultures
and corvids10. Their large body size confers feeding
dominance over other vulture species in mixed
gatherings on a carcass, except in the presence of
Cinereous Vulture7, 11, 12, 20. The present observations
reveal unusual and interesting feeding behaviour
exhibited by Himalayan Griffon Vulture in Kailashpuri
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Village, Udaipur district, Rajasthan.

Material and Methods
Himalayan Griffon’s (Gyps himalayensis) unusual

feeding observations were observed with the help of
binocular Nikon 8x40 and photograph and videography
of this interesting behaviour were supported with the help
of Nikon P1000 Camera. Plant species were identified
using the standard field guide Flora of Rajasthan (south
and southeast region)22.  

Results and Discussion
Vultures are the largest and most impressive bird

species, and play a crucial role in the ecosystem by
scavenging dead livestock and wild animals7,8.
Kailashpuri village in the Udaipur district, Rajasthan,
consists of breeding habitats for Indian and Egyptian
Vultures6-9. Four species of vultures were observed in
this region: the Indian Vulture, Egyptian Vulture,

Himalayan Griffon and Eurasian Griffon. Among these,
the Indian and Egyptian Vultures are resident species,
whereas the Himalayan and Eurasian Griffons are winter
migrant’s species in this region7. During an on-going
ecological and behavioural survey of vultures in the
Udaipur district, we observed an unusual and interesting
feeding behaviour exhibited by a Himalayan Griffon
vulture (Gyps himalayensis)  on January 28, 2024, in
Kailashpuri village (24.45°N, 73.43°E), Udaipur district
Rajasthan, India.

A part of this observation we saw the Himalayan
Griffon Vulture perching and sitting on the Gum Karaya
(Sterculia urens) tress located on the rocky sloppy area.
At approximately 08:55 am, we observed that the
Himalayan Griffon feeds on the dry and shaded leaves
of Gum Karaya (Sterculia urens) (Sterculiaceae)
(Fig. 1) and Danda-thor (Euphorbia caducifolia)
(Euphorbiaceae) (Fig. 2). Himalayan Griffon feeding on

Fig. 1 : Himalayan Griffon feed Gum Karaya (Sterculia urens) leaves
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leaves of both plant species were observed for
approximately ten minutes.  During this interval,
individuals regularly engulf the leaves of Gum Karaya
(Sterculia urens) and Danda-thor (Euphorbia
caducifolia). Gum Karaya is a medium-sized tree that
exhibits adaptability to sustain deciduous forest habitats.
It also exhibits xerophyte species characteristics and
has the ability to grow on hilly tops, exposed ridges, rocky
cervices, and eroded slopes of rocks17. After leaf fall,
the trunk of Gum Karaya appeared whitish or pinkish in
color. The leaf of Gum Karaya is a long petiole, crowded
at the ends of branched and palmately 5- lobed, 20-30
cm in diameter5.

Danda-thor (Euphorbia caducifolia) is a major
xerophyte plant species sustained in the western and
southern regions of Rajasthan. This species has the
ability to sustain harsh climatic conditions, characterized

by its ability to conserve water and withstand prolonged
periods without water availability. Euohoria caducifolia
exhibits unique morphological characteristics, such as
succulent stems and reduced leaf surface area, which
allows minimum water loss during transpiration. The hilly
train of southern Rajasthan is an integral part of
vegetation cover and grows with thorny shrubs19. 

Vultures are usually known as primary scavengers
and preferably feed on different sizes of carrion of
domestic and wild animals. Some species of vultures,
such as palm-nut vulture (Gypohiera xangolensis) and
white-backed vultures (Gyps africanus), have been
observed on plant matter1,15.

Earlier scientists2 also observed Himalayan
Griffon vultures feeding on the Chir pine (Pinus
roxburghii) needles in the western Himalayan region.
They observed that the vulture approximately consumed

Fig. 2 : Himalayan Griffon feed Danda-thor (Euphorbia caducifolia) leaves
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pine needles. Our observations also reported the
consumption of leaves of Gum Karaya (Sterculia urens)
and Danda-thor (Euphorbia caducifolia) by Himalayan
Griffon vultures. Usually, vultures known as carrion
feeding consume carcasses of domestic and wild
animals. This observation provides information on the
interesting behaviour of the Himalayan griffon.   Feeding
of plant material, such as leaves, by vultures could indeed
provide essential nutrients or micronutrients.

Furthermore, fibrous plant matter might serve as
roughage, aiding in digestion and potentially assisting
in the excretion of indigestible matter from carnivore
meals2. In carnivores, the ingestion of plant material
could help in gastrointestinal movement and provide
essential fibres23. Some workers21 also observed White-
backed Vulture (Gyps africanus) feeding on
Pseudogaltonia clavata (=Lindneria clavata) (Family-
Liliaceae) in Namibia.
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